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Abstract: Objective To analyze the impacts of geographic, social and cultural factors on sexual orientation identity and sexual
role among men who have sex with men (MSM) in Chongging so as to explore the correlation of sexual role with the high risk of
HIV infection among MSM.  Methods In 2020, a qualitative interview method was used to recruit 30 MSM who met the
requirements through local social organizations engaged in MSM intervention for individual in—depth interviews.  Results The
interviews displayed that the MSM in Chongging well recognized their sexual orientation. They were most concerned about their
family feelings when disclosing their sexual orientation, and those with receptive or versatile role were more likely to tell the real
orientation to their parents. Most interviewees believed that the proportion of MSM playing the receptive sex role in Chongqing was
high, which might be related to Chongqing people’s small body size, good skin, high female status and multicultural acceptance,
and also made the receptive sex roles” self—identity increase. There was strong social tolerance towards homosexuality in Chongging.
The inclusiveness and openness of Chongqing were influenced by its immigration culture and economic development transition, but
limited by its traditional conservative culture towards sex. Some relevant sub—culture in MSM community, including indulgence in
sex freedom, poor ethics and new—type drug abuse put both the anal receptive and insertive at a higher risk of HIV infection.

Conclusion Social and cultural factors have a certain impact on the selection of sex roles for MSM in Chongqing. Taking social
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and cultural factors into full consideration will undoubtedly effectively promote HIV/AIDS prevention and control.
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