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Epidemiological characteristics of scrub typhus in Henan Province, 2013-2019

LI Meng—lei, WANG Wen—hua, LI Yi, YOU Ai—guo, CHEN Wei
Henan Provincial Center for Disease Control and Prevention, Zhengzhou, Henan 450016, China
Abstract: Objective To analyze the epidemic characteristics of scrub typhus in Henan Province, and to provide a scientific
basis for formulating prevention and control strategies. =~ Methods We descriptively analyzed the epidemic situation of scrub
typhus in Henan Province from 2013 to 2019. A circular distribution method was used to analyze the seasonal distribution
characteristics of scrub typhus.  Results A total of 893 cases of scrub typhus were reported in Henan Province in 2013-2019.
The annually—reported incidence rate increased from 0.02/100,000 in 2013 to 0.50/100,000 in 2019. The cases were mainly
distributed in the south and east of Henan Province, such as Zhumadian, Zhoukou, and Xinyang, affecting 53 counties in 15 cities
of Henan Province. According to the circular distribution method, October 31 was the peak day of the disease, and the peak period
was from October 3 to November 30. The main patients were farmers aged above 40 years.  Conclusion The incidence rate of
scrub typhus in Henan Province in 2013-2019 showed an upward trend. Zhumadian, Zhoukou, and Xinyang were high incidence
areas. And it was prevalent in autumn and winter. We should strengthen the training of medical institutions and doctors in the key
areas to improve the detection of the disease, and further implement comprehensive prevention measures of organized rodent and
mite control.
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